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In addition to the conservation and maintenance of the industrial 
heritage site of Grand-Hornu, the CID schedule between 3 and 
4 exhibitions per year. These thematic exhibitions cover current 
topics reflecting the cultural and social phenomena that can be 
observed in the work and research of national and international 
designers or architects. Particular attention is paid to designers 
of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation, when their actions are 
relevant to the theme. In addition, monographic exhibitions 
are also organized in order to highlight a unique and deserving 
practice. The designers of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation have 
always had a prominent place in this programme. 

The 21st century is undergoing many upheavals. At all levels. Political, 
economic, demographic, social, human, cultural, climatic. The world is 
cracking, society is changing. As an expression of industry and human 
thought, design reflects our lifestyles and concerns. Its cultural interest 
lies in that it reveals a society at a given time. Like archaeology, design 
reflects the habits and customs, beliefs, techniques, conquests and 
daily struggles of a civilization.

As an observer of the changes at work in the globalised world at the 
beginning of the third millennium, the CID are focusing their attention 
on design that addresses the issues of its time. Several axes are at the 
heart of the exhibition themes: the environment, foresight and unique 
practices.
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IN THE AGE OF POST-DROUGHT.  
The Aquatic State 

March 21 > July 25, 2021

Curator: Arjen Bangma, Transnatural

Water scarcity brings with it new and complex challenges. Without 
water, much of life on earth is simply not possible. The damage caused 
by water scarcity is already visible in nature and in life in general; 
many species of plants and animals perish while biotopes become 
impoverished. The food chain is unbalanced, endangering organic life 
forms and sources. The World Economic Forum had stated that water 
scarcity was the main threat to global development and, according to 
the World Resources Institute, 37 countries were facing instability in their 
freshwater supply. Another major risk is sea-level rise, which threatens 
the lowest lands. There is widespread talk of flooding, pollution and 
water scarcity. The drought of summer 2018 in the northern hemisphere 
is one of the features of a new era that must now be anticipated.

For both man and nature, water availability is no longer a given in 
the face of population growth, rising living standards and climate 
change. The water cycle is formed by a series of interconnected 
natural processes that are embodied in different forms: clouds, plants, 
trees, groundwater, lake and sea water play a role in this cycle, from 
distribution to consumption. Agriculture, industry, mobility, sanitation, 
waste generation - the sum of human activities - disrupt and degrade 
the water cycle.

In the Age of Post-Drought explores how modest or ambitious design 
projects, artistic, (bio)technological or hybrid methods can contribute 
to research on water issues. It is analysed from the point of view of its 
scarcity, pollution, floods, desertification, etc... 
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Shneel Malik, Dr. Brenda Parker, Prof. 
Marcos Cruz Bio-Integrated Design Lab, 
Bartlett School of Architecture
Indus, 2018-2020 

© photo Shneel Malik

Marco Barotti
Clams, 2019 

© photo Marco Barotti

Studio SWAY / Shaakira Jassat 
Aquatecture, 2019

© photo Angeline Swinkels



4npo CID at Grand-Hornu PROGRAM 2021

MOTHER EARTH.  
Kaspar Hamacher, the man of wood

June 27 > September 26, 2021

A unique design talent from southern Belgium, Kaspar Hamacher (1981), 
Eupen (BE) focuses unwaveringly on physically working and crafting 
word, rather than conceptual design. As he says himself, he regards 
himself more as a craftsman than a designer. 

Burned, split, hollowed out, struck or sculpted, wood reacts to different 
processes depending on the circumstances. Hamacher’s working 
methods produce unique, personal pieces. Design but with a deeper 
meaning: with a soul. Beyond the object itself and the hands-on 
relationship with the wood there is a kind of spirituality in Hamacher’s 
work. 

He was educated at a Steiner school, where confidence and enthusiasm 
rather than fear and competition drive learning, and he is dedicated to 
forming a profound relationship between man and nature. 

The CID is hosting the first museum exhibition dedicated exclusively 
to him. One large installation will fill the Magasin aux Foins with the 
emotions that we feel in the great outdoors when we are at one with the 
forest: a tribute to Mother Earth. One room will present different pieces 
that demonstrate his methods, his research and his evolution. Outside, 
a number of installations and a work-in-progress will invite visitors to 
make a physical connection with his work. An extensive programme of 
tangential activities will give visitors the opportunity to get right to the 
heart of the subject, in the spirit of Peter Wohlleben’s Waldakademie 
(Forest Academy).
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Kaspar Hamacher
Burning balls

© photo Jo Magrean

Kaspar Hamacher

© photo Jo Magrean

Kaspar Hamacher

© photo Jo Magrean
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MATERIA. Wallonia-Brussels Federation  
“Young Artists” prize 

June 27 > September 26, 2021

Every year, the Parliament of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation’s Young 

Artist award is given to a young artist for their work in the visual arts. 

Entrants must be under the age of 40 and have a connection with the 

French Community of Belgium. This prize is awarded once a year and 

alternates between the following disciplines: design, sculpture and 

installation, painting and drawing, photography, the printed image 

and digital arts. The 2020 prize is dedicated to design. The 44 entries 

demonstrated the vibrant energy of the design world in the Wallonia-

Brussels Federation in a range of disciplines, including textiles, 

ceramics and designing objects. It is also clear that at the moment, 

even more than the end results, it is the processes involved in design, 

production and sharing that are at the heart of what young designers 

are exploring. Keenly aware of today’s challenges, their approach is 

determined by their responsibility to produce something that is more 

sustainable and fairer. 

The CID – the Centre d’innovation et de design at Grand-Hornu – is 

delighted to be hosting the exhibition showcasing the four finalists 

of the 2020 Young Artists award. Materia brings together the highly 

personal work of Emma Cogné, PaulinePlusLuis, Studio Biskt and Studio 

Plastique around their unique, often indirect, approach to a given 

material. Emma Cogné focuses on the relationship between textiles and 

the environment of our manufactured landscapes by reappropriating 

industrial materials using artisan techniques. PaulinePlusLuis produce 

objects, and particularly light fixtures, that use light as the main 

material in their creations. Studio Biskt works on projects on the 

fringes of both art and design, using hybrids of industrial processes 

and manual savoir-faire, with a particular focus on ceramics. Studio 

Plastique investigates social issues, taking a rigorous approach to 

come up with environments or objects that open up possible scenarios 

for a more desirable future. For this exhibition, they will develop their 

research into recycling silicate-based waste and transforming it into 

new glass pieces. 
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© photo Studio Biskt

© photo Studio Plastique
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COSMOS

October 24, 2021 > February 27, 2022 

Curator : Marie Pok
In collaboration with Thomas Hertog

Black holes, dark matter, spiral nebulae, exoplanets, gravitational 
waves, big bang, the multiverse... The countless objects and cosmic 
phenomena that shape our Universe offer as many sources of 
inspiration for literature, music, visual and live arts… Design is no 
exception to this same fascination.  

Since the dawn of humankind, the Universe has been the deepest 
source of wonder. What is our place in this vast expanse of space, that 
took its origin some 13.8 billion light-years across? How did the cosmic 
evolution enfold? Are we alone? Why does the Universe exist at all? 

This “Cosmos” exhibition reveals the work of designers who have 
conceptually, technically or poetically explored our Universe’s 
architecture and the hidden physical laws that govern it.From Albert 
Einstein’s general relativity to quantum theory, from gravity to the nature 
of space and time, from the micro to macro scales, our modern picture 
of the cosmos is brought to life through various design or architecture 
projects that take us well beyond these scientific roots, bearing witness 
to its mysteries and beauty.  
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Constance Guisset
Apollo
 
© foto Constance Guisset

CTRLZAK
GlomeY
 
© foto JCP Universe

Unfold
Sea of Tranquility
 
© foto Unfold



CID - CENTRE FOR INNOVATION AND 
DESIGN at Grand-Hornu 
Site du Grand-Hornu 
Rue Sainte-Louise 82 
B-7301  Hornu

T: +32 (0)65 65 21 21
F: +32 (0)65 61 38 97
info.cid@grand-hornu.be

www.cid-grand-hornu.be  
www.facebook.com/cidgrandhornu
________ 

PRESIDENT 
Fabienne Capot

DIRECTOR 
Marie Pok
________

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT
Massimo Di Emidio 
+32 (0)65 61 39 11 
massimo.di_emidio@hainaut.be

PRESS CONTACT
Sophie Carrée PR
photo : sophiecarree.be/press
+32 2 346 05 00 
press@sophiecarree.be
www.sophiecarree.com

OPENING TIMES
Every day from 10 AM until 6 PM, except 
Mondays. 
The Grand-Hornu is closed on 24, 25, 31st 
December and 1st January.

Free guided tours for individuals 
- from Tuesday to Saturday at 11am for the 
historic site, at 14h for the contemporary 
art exhibition (except Saturday), at 15:30 
for the design exhibition,
- Sunday at 11 am and 2 pm for the 
contemporary art exhibition, 3 pm for the 
historic site, at 4.30 pm for the design 
exhibition.

The office can be reached during 
weekdays from 8 AM to 4.30 PM.
________

ADMISSION FEE
 — Combined ticket for the Grand-Hornu 

site / CID / MAC’s: €10
 — Discount: €2 or €6
 — Group rates (minimum 15 ppl.): €6
 — School groups: €2
 — Free for children under 6
 — Free entry on the first sunday of the 

month
 — Free guided tour from Tuesday to 

Friday at 15.30, Saterday at 11.00 and 
15.30, Sunday at 15.00 and 16.30

 — Audio-guides for the historic site: €2  
(FR / DUTCH / GERMAN / ENGL / IT / SP)

BOOKING NUMBER
Advance reservation required for guided 
tours (by appointment) of exhibitions  
and/or historic site (FR / DUTCH /  
GERMAN / ENGL). 
+32 (0)65 61 39 02 
reservations@grand-hornu.be 
________

CATERING
Rizom is the sixth project of Chef  
Sang Hoon Degeimbre.
This restaurant, located in the heart of 
the Grand-Hornu, offers a cuisine that 
melts different cultures together. In 
addition, Rizom also provides a new fast 
food service in the cafeteria that was 
recently transformed by designer Benoît 
Deneufbourg. 

info@rizom-restaurant.be
www.rizom-restaurant.be
+32 (0)65 61 38 76
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