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INTRODUCTION Based in a region where humans have been building with bricks since  
the Middle Ages, the CID at the Grand-Hornu is hosting an exhibition  
that gets back in touch with its heritage whilst also looking ahead to the 
craftsmanship and industrial output of the 21st century. Bricks beyond 
walls has been put together by the duo Aequo Design, as a prelude to a 
more in-depth exhibition looking at the links between bricks and design, 
due to be launched in 2025. 

We know that bricks have been used in Hainaut since the 14th century, but 

they only became more widespread in the countryside in the 16th century.  

The red material was the preferred choice in areas where the earth was  

easy to shape. Clay and silt (readily available in Hainaut) were shaped by 

brickmakers, who were often seasonal workers from Flanders.  

These craftsmen would spend part of the year working in the fields and the 

rest in the brickyard. This is why bricks were first used in more prestigious 

buildings, for the nobility and clergymen who had sufficient financial means 

to afford the know-how that had been built up over several centuries.

The availability, abundance, low cost and uniformity of the material,  

combined with how quickly bricks could be produced, explain why bricks 

have made such a mark in the Hainaut region. According to a census  

carried out in 1896, Hainaut had 1151 brickyards, twice as many as all the  

other Walloon provinces. 

Brick also has a special place in industrial architecture because it is  

economical, fireproof and durable. The Grand-Hornu is the perfect  

example of this type of construction. It is not made exclusively of bricks,  

but they do make up most of the exterior and interior buildings. It is possible 

that there was a brickyard on the site of the old colliery at the beginning of 

the 19th century. 

The exhibition Bricks beyond walls sums up all the work on bricks carried  

out by Aequo Design since it was founded in 2018. Set up by designers  

Tim Defleur and Arthur Lenglin, Aequo’s approach to design has a “territorial” 

slant. “Territorial design” can be defined as a creative process that draws on 

the territory from which it springs as its source. Its material, cultural,  

historical and geological riches are the systematic starting point for  

creativity. Beyond their aesthetic or functional value, objects become  

the narrative support for these sources of inspiration with local roots,  

bearing witness to a particular heritage. 

1 Luc-Francis GENICOT e.a., Le patrimoine rural de Wallonie. La maison  
paysanne. t. 1 : Des modèles aux réalités, Bruxelles-Namur,  
Crédit communal, 1996, p. 212.
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Through its eponymous brand, Aequo offers a collection of objects that  
are evocative of its region: Hauts-de-France. Their pieces are produced locally 
and rationally, with great care. It is in their workshops in Roubaix and Douai that 
Aequo makes its creations by hand, favouring local and recycled materials.  
The brand also works with local partners, craftsmen and manufacturers,  
to promote the region’s savoir-faire through its products.

Since its first furniture collection, released at the end of 2018, Aequo has been 
interested in bricks as a raw material and a source of inspiration. The ubiquity of 
this clay cuboid in the buildings that carpet the landscape of Northern France - 
and Hainaut - was immediately identified by the studio as a design opportunity.

To begin with, the studio used the Wasterial®2 brick to evoke this iconic  
element, creating Hymne des corons, a set of 3 wall hooks that pays tribute  
to the “corons” (where miners used to live). 

In 2020, during a residency at La Cité des Électriciens3, the studio invited  
members of the public to create objects using a brick. Continuing the  
experiment, the studio pursued its research and designed a mini series  
of decorative objects based on a traditional brick.

This experiment reiterated the creative richness of a simple brick. So Aequo 
decided to take things even further. Shortly after the residency at La Cité des 
Electriciens, La Braderie de l’Art4 offered another opportunity for the studio to 
experiment with these clay blocks. It was during this event that the idea was 
born to create a bookend in the shape of a factory, La Fabrique (“factory” in 
French). The studio is working on a version that can be reproduced, which will 
be added to its own collection and has been acquired for Hainaut Province’s 
collection. Since the idea came about, Aequo has equipped itself with equip-
ment that is better suited to working with brick, and in particular with a kiln  
that can be used for glazed brick. 

In 2021, the studio decided to organise and produce La Brique s’affiche, 
 an exhibition that bridges the gap between bricks and graphic design.  
Here brick is used as a tool (stamp, matrix or photomask), as a pigment (ink,  
oil or watercolour) or as a material (brick curtain). The pieces produced highlight 
the material that they are made from and/or the creative process used.

Treating brick as a material to work with just like wood, glass or steel,  
Aequo continues to explore this age-old material with such promising potential 
for the future.

2  New material made from at least 75% recycled material produced by the company EtNISI

3  La Cité des Électriciens is the oldest mining town in the Pas-de-Calais mining area.  
La Cité des Électriciens is now a cultural venue.

4  A unique event where 150 artists are given the opportunity to create pieces using recycled materials 
for 24 hours non-stop.

The first part of the exhibition presents the brick objects produced by the  

studio since it was founded, in chronological order.

The second, in the former lamp workshop, shows the experiments that are 

currently being carried out by the Aequo studio. Each section is dedicated to  

a particular technique, thus creating three sequences.

-  Brick as a pigment: silk-screen prints with brick ink, watercolours and  
oil paints, brick powder projections.

-  Brick as a tool: cyanotypes, stamps and thermal brick prints. 

-  Brick as a medium: glazing and sculpture.

Each of these technical developments will form the foundations of creative 

workshops led by Arthur Lenglin and Tim Defleur with schools and groups of 

individuals, both for grown-ups and children. These workshops will produce 

pieces that will be included in the evolving exhibition before they are taken up 

by budding artists. Looking forward to an ambitious exhibition bridging the gap 

between brick and design in 2025, this project is designed to be a technical 

and creative experiment, open to everyone, focusing on a reassessment of a 

common material with surprising potential. 

THE EXHIBITION
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Aequo
La Fabrique noire, 2021 

© Photo Studio.b.helle

Aequo
Productions à partir de brique 
traditionnelles, 2019 

© Photo Studio.b.helle

Aequo
Ville Neuve, 2021 

© Photo Studio.b.helle

Aequo
Cyanotype de brique,  
exposition La Brique s’affiche, 2021 

© Photo Aequo



Brick Head Section La Brique Support
The use of brick in construction creates waste destined for the dumpster.  
The studio is engaged in reusing these waste materials with 3 techniques,  
in particular assembly. This technique will be experimented in a workshop 
which proposes the creation of a sculpture of the type mini totem "face" by 
assembling elements recovered around a waste of brick with non permanent 
bonds (rubber band, rope, scotch).

Dates:  Thursday 03 March (booking before 25.02.22)
 Thursday 14 April (book before 07.04.22)
Time: 14 hours
Duration: +/- 2 hours
Public: Family
Rate: Free activity with entrance fee
Reservations :  065/613.902 or reservations@grands-hornu.be

Watercolor brick Section La Brique Pigment
Resulting from the cutting of the brick or the grinding of fragments, the dust 
constitutes a new raw material for the duo of designers. This brick-colored 
pigment is mixed with a binder that allows it to be transformed into oil paint, 
watercolor, silkscreen ink or acrylic paint.
In this workshop, the public will be invited to draw on paper with this brick  
pigment in the form of watercolor.

Dates:  Saturday 05 March (book before 25.02.22)
 Sunday 17 April (book before 08.04.22)
Time: 2 pm
Duration: +/- 2 hours
Public: Family
Price: Entrance fee + 5€
Reservations :  065/613.902 or reservations@grands-hornu.be

SHUTTLE 
 't Geleeg – Brickworks Museum in Boom
A visit to the Frateur brick factory, the only one that has been preserved and 
restored in its entirety, allows you to discover how bricks and tiles were made, 
dried and fired by hand. In the factory hall, you can see the machines that later 
took over this craft. A walk through the dryers will lead you to the plugging oven 
and the ring oven.
The guide will teach you the technical details of how the oven worked but will 
also tell you about the work of the children and the hard work of the women 
who piled the stones in the dryers. A short walk through some typical workers' 
houses will give you an overall view of the brick factory grounds and a  
panoramic view of the typical landscape of the Rupel region.

Dates: Saturday, 26.03.22 (book before 16.03.22) 
Time: From 8.30 am to 5 pm
Programme:  8.30 am Coffee reception
 9 am Departure from Grand-Hornu
 10:30 am Guided tour of the brickworks
 12.30 am Lunch break (at the participants' expense)
 2:30 pm Departure from Grand-Hornu
 4 pm Guided tour of the exhibition La brique hors les murs. 
Public: All public / accompanied minors
Rate: 30€
Reservations :  065/613.902 or reservations@grands-hornu.be

Brick Powder Section La Brique Pigment
In order to experiment with the pigmented form of the brick it will be proposed 
in this other workshop the creation of an artistic print with the application of a 
glue on paper and the projection of brick powder.

Dates: Thursday 07 April (booking before 31.03.22)
 Thursday 26 May (book before 19.05.22
Time: 2 pm
Duration: +/- 2 hours
Public : Family 
Rate: Free activity with entrance fee
Reservations :  065/613.902 or reservations@grands-hornu.be

ACTIVITIES

The Aequo studio works on the brick in all its facets, especially by rethinking 
relevant and artistic ways to use the waste generated in construction.  
In this sense, several workshops will be organized at the CID in Grand-Hornu  
to discover the possibilities of brick and to experiment with them.  
The different visitors will be invited to bring their own touch to the exhibition 
since the creations will take place within the exhibition itself. In June,  
the exhibition will be closed with a festive event where everyone will be able  
to pick up their creations and take a part of the exhibition home with them.
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Brick Pad Section La Brique Outil
In the common imagination, the brick is a solid parallelepiped,  
but with the arrival of extrusion techniques, bricks have taken on new shapes.  
Each producer has a unique brick shape.  While the visible face in construction 
is always solid, the inside of the brick reveals patterns. This diversity of hidden 
patterns forms a real graphic library, a source of inspiration and fascination for 
the Aequo studio. It is to highlight its aesthetic wealth, that the studio tried to 
use the brick as a graphic tool that will be emphasized in the creation of  
an artistic print by brick pad.

Dates:  Sunday 10 April (booking before 01.04.22)
 Sunday 29 May (book before 20.05.22)
Time: 2 pm
Duration: 1h
Public: Family
Price: Entrance fee + 5€
Reservations :  065/613.902 or reservations@grands-hornu.be

Cyanotype of brick Section La Brique Outil
Another technique, to highlight the various graphic forms that bricks can offer, 
is the cyanotype. It consists of applying a chemical mixture to a sheet  
of paper and adding elements to it. Once exposed and dipped in water, shapes 
appear on a blue background. This process is a poetic way of making prints 
with always a part of hazard. The public will be invited to discover through this 
technique as an ultimate way to discover the brick.

Animation: Aequo
Dates: Saturday 07.05.22 (book before 29.04.22)
Time: from 1 pm to 5 pm
Programme:  1 pm Welcome visit to the exhibition by the designers
 2 pm Workshop
 16.30 Coffee and sharing with the designers
Public: General public
Price:  Adults: 20€
 Children from 6 years and students: 10€
Reservations :  065/613.902 or reservations@grands-hornu.be

Brick sculpture and glazing Section La Brique Support
The Aequo studio will lead a workshop on the use of brick waste in the form of 
sculpture. 
The idea is to rework the shape of the waste with the help of cutting machines 
and manual tools to make it more interesting from an aesthetic point of view. 
A glazing will allow to enhance the terra cotta. Glossy or matte, covering or 
transparent, applied with a brush or a spray gun, glazing offers infinite  
variations of colors and effects. 
To form the sculpture, participants will have to mix various elements around a 
brick. Beyond its aesthetics, the brick will be used for its weight and as a base 
or support for the elements that are grafted on it. 

Animation: Aequo 
Dates: Saturday 28.05.22 (book before 20.05.22) 
Time: from 1 pm to 5 pm
Programme:  1 pm   Welcome visit to the exhibition by the designers
 2 pm   Workshop
 16:30 pm  Coffee and sharing with the designers
Audience: Young adult / adult / design student
Price:  Adult: 20€
 Student: 10€
Reservations :  065/613.902 or reservations@grands-hornu.be

WORKSHOP WITH  
THE DESIGNERS
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PARTNERS

The npo CID - centre for innovation and design at Grand-Hornu is subsidised by  
the Province of Hainaut.
With the support of the Wallonia-Brussels Federation – Visual Arts Sector.
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CID - CENTRE D'INNOVATION ET DE 
DESIGN au Grand-Hornu 
Site du Grand-Hornu 
Rue Sainte-Louise 82 
B-7301 Hornu

+32 (0)65 65 21 21
info.cid@grand-hornu.be

www.cid-grand-hornu.be  
www.facebook.com/cidgrandhornu
________ 

PRESIDENT 
Fabienne Capot

DIRECTOR 
Marie Pok
________ 

COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT
Massimo Di Emidio 
+32 (0)65 61 39 11 
massimo.di_emidio@hainaut.be

PRESS CONTACT
Sophie Carrée PR
photo : sophiecarree.be/press
+32 (0)2 346 05 00 
press@sophiecarree.be
www.sophiecarree.com

OPENING TIMES
Every day from 10 AM until 6 PM, except Mondays. 
The Grand-Hornu is closed on 24, 25, 31st December and 1st January.

The office can be reached during weekdays from 8 AM to 4.30 PM.
________

ADMISSION FEE
 — Combined ticket for the Grand-Hornu site / CID / MACS: €10
 — Discount: €2 or €6
 — Group rates (minimum 15 ppl.): €6
 — School groups: €2
 — Free for children under 6
 — Free entry on the first Sunday of the month
 — Free guided tour from Tuesday to Friday at 3.30 PM, Saterday at 11 AM and 3.30 PM, 

Sunday at 3 PM and 4.30 PM
 — Audio-guides for the historic site: €2  

(FR / DUTCH / GERMAN / ENGL / IT / SP)
Free guided tours for individuals 
- from Tuesday to Saturday at 11 AM for the historic site, at 3:30 PM for the design exhibition
- Sunday at 3 PM for the historic site, at 4.30 PM for the design exhibition.
_______

BOOKING NUMBER
Advance reservation required for guided tours (by appointment) of exhibitions  
and/or historic site (FR / DUTCH / GERMAN / ENGL). 
+32 (0)65 61 39 02 
reservations@grand-hornu.be 
________

CATERING
Run by Olivier Devriendt, former second-in-command to Sang Hoon Degeimbre at L'Air 
du Temps, Rizom offers a cuisine that is a cross between cultures. In addition, Rizom 
also offers a new fast food service in the cafeteria, which was recently transformed by 
designer Benoît Deneufbourg. 

info@rizom-restaurant.be
www.rizom-restaurant.be
+32 (0)65 61 38 76

mailto:info.cid%40grand-hornu.be?subject=
http://www.cid-grand-hornu.be
http://www.facebook.com/cidgrandhornu
mailto:massimo.di_emidio%40hainaut.be?subject=



