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PRESS RELEASE 

 
Exhibition of 54+1 PORTRAITS 
at Peinture Fraîche, Brussels 

 
 
A selection of 20 photographs from Valérie Barkowski's recently published 
book, 54+1 PORTRAITS, will be on exhibit at Peinture Fraîche, opening 
February 18 and running through February 27.  
 
Valérie's exhibition at Peinture Fraîche will be curated by Franc’Pairon, who also 
edited the book. The photographs will be shown concurrently with a series of 
paintings by Franck Sarfati, taken from the artist's publication PEACEFUL 
PARASITES. 
 
 
54+1 PORTRAITS 
 
In the yo-yo days of Brussels’s 2020 Spring confinement and the emergence of a 
masked world, Valérie Barkowski made a daily ritual of assembling spontaneous 
portraits from found items in, around, and on walks beyond the house –carrot 
slices, ginger, a rusty nail, buttons resurrected from a drawer, flower pistils and 
stems, and so on. Each day at 5pm Valerie posted a new image on Instagram and 
immediately a captive audience followed. A flood of likes, hearts, and smiles that 
provoked deeper exchange organically formed over socially distanced cyberspace. 
People across the globe saw in these whimsical faces a respite from the shared 
feelings of isolation and loneliness. A family of eccentrics was immediately born, 
even garnering names like Mr Adam, Mrs Agathe Power, Sultan Walla, Madame 
Rêve, Mama Wemba... 
 
In all, Valérie completed 72 portraits made their way into existence. What was 
initially intended to be ephemeral found a second life through the urge and 
support of followers and friends, resulting in the subsequent publication and 
prints. 54+1 PORTRAITS is a testimony against boredom. Each image tells a 
human story and reveals the subtle power of imagination.  
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PEACEFUL PARASITES. 
 
The origin of this project dates back to 2018. Two years of reflection, fed by 
ceramic travels abroad and domestic incubation time, lead to an exhibition in 
September 2020. This took place in eight Brussels parks, intimate and 
confidential, and at the Lussato Institution. 
 
 
FOLLOWING A TRIP TO ICELAND, Franck Sarfati was overwhelmed by the 
unescapable nature. He begins to take an interest in the strange notion of 
parasitism. As the famous LE PETIT ROBERT defines: "a being who lives at the 
expense of another without destroying". The parasite is a fascinating organism, 
suffering from its gloomy reputation, which says everything and nothing. 
The word has become synonymous with good-for-nothing, profiteer, lazy, bad 
seed, even evil... . But some parasites are celebrated, respected, even revered - 
like mistletoe, certain mushrooms and many orchids ... 
In nature, some of these creatures live in perfect harmony with their host or 
even help them, celebrating commensalism or mutualism. 
Pushing this observation based reflection to the limit, Franck Sarfati wonders if 
man has not become the greatest parasite on earth, for better and probably for 
worse. 
As a logical continuation of his Peaceful Megastructures, the artist continues his 
exploration of abstract porcelain sculpture by exploring the themes already 
discussed above: overurbanization, overpopulation, overexploitation of nature. 
Composed of dozens of Limoges porcelain micro-sculptures, his installation was 
seen for several months in several parks in the Brussels-Capital region. 
Each of its "benevolent parasites" will be attached to its host by a natural 
process, before fading away to leave nature in peace. 
The immaculate softness of the porcelain and the slenderness of the shapes hug 
the bark of the trees on which the sculptures are affixed. It would seem that a 
parasite is capable of harmony, integration, even elegance. Could the human 
parasite perhaps find the resources to take the path of symbiosis? 
Is resilience a realistic goal? Would it be possible to take a bet on humanity? 
 
 
EXHIBITION LOCATION AND DETAILS 
 
Librairie Peinture Fraîche 
10 Rue du Tabellion, 1050 Brussels 
 
February 18-27, 2021 
Open from Tuesday till Saturday, from 10.30am till 6.30pm 
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Due to sanitary restrictions, there will not be a vernissage or booksigning. 
However, the artists will be happy to meet by appointment in a socially 
distanced setting. 
Reservations can be made via communication@valeriebarkowski.com 
Or vivafff@skynet.be (Franck Sarfati) 
 
 
 
SHORT BIOS 
 
Valérie Barkowski is a designer and creative force who works in 360 degrees. 
She has channeled her abundant creativity into a vast array of projects and 
collaborations, including artistic direction (brand identity development), 
interiors, and product and set design. Authenticity, discovery and a timeless 
style are essential values in her work. Without yielding to methodical processes 
or trends, Valérie’s philosophical approach is often a testimony of experiences, 
from exchange and collaboration with exceptional individuals to cultural 
crossings that have found inspiration in countries like Russia, Morocco, India, 
Vietnam, and France. From these experiences and exchanges, a modern mindset 
and aesthetic emerge from venerable traditions. Since 1997, Valérie has been 
designing textiles and products for her eponymous V. Barkowski collection. A 
boutique dedicated to this practice opened in Marrakech in 2016. 
 
 
Born in Paris in 1963, Franck Sarfati studied graphic design at La Cambre 
before founding the graphic design studio [s i g n] * in Brussels 1989. 
"The graphic designing brought together everything I liked: synthesis, 
harmony, intellectual play and fooling around, and trash. I did not see myself 
as a scientist, I rather found my way through a certain fulfilling spontaneity. " 
Being also a designer, musician and painter, Franck got into sculpture quite late, 
but is devoting all of his attention towards it in the last 4 years 
Since 2016, he has participated in several group or solo exhibitions, in Brussels 
and Copenhagen, with “Cities of Kaolin”, his porcelain micro-buildings. 
 

 


